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"FROM A 


MxRCRHANT in LoN Do 


"TOA 


MEMBER of PARLIAMENT. 


HoNoOURED SIR, 


Receiv'd yours of the 26th paſt, 
with the enclos'd Pamphlet, in- 
tituled, 4 Letter from a Mem- 
ber of Parliament to his Friend's 
eau be Country, concerning the. 
Duties on Wine and Tobacco, with this Mot- þ& 
to, Magna eft Veritas & prævalebit; and ac- 
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eording to. your Deſire, have read and fully 
conſider'd every part of it, expecting to find 
therein ſomething ſuperior in Argument to 

any thing I had met with amongſt the many 


that were wrote before by the Authors in 
favour of Exciſe, now become the grand Queſ- 
tion between them and the Merchants and 


Traders of this Kingdom; but to my Sur- 


prize, I could not meet with any thing ma- 
terial; it containing little more than general 
Suggeſtions of Frauds amongſt the Tobacco 
and Wine-traders, ſupported by falſe FaQs, 
impoſſible in the nature of Things, and 
which ſeem calculated, with much So- 
phiſtry, to amuſe and miſlead Gentlemen, 
who not having had Opportunities in the 
practical part of Buſineſs, migltt not fee 
thro? the Diſguiſe, and avoid the Snare. This 
Introduction to you, Sir, whoml find, by what 

ou ſay in your Letter, too much byaſs'd, in 
ob of this artful Pamphlet, may ſeem a lit- 
tle harſh and ſevere; but I beg your Patience a 
little, deſigning in the following Sheets to 
attack this Author in the principal parts of 
his Performance; promiling, at the ſame time, 
to obſerve a becoming Decency, and to keep 
to the main Point in Debate; and having 
faid this, I ſhall only add, that 110 know I 
am neither Jacobite nor Republican, but a 
ſincere friend to Monarchy, and one of his 
preſent Majeſty's moſt faithful Subjects. 


Tas | 


+ 1/8 

Tux Author begins with an Apology for 
his being above ſix Weeks informing himſelf 
of what was neceſſary relating to the Contents, 
that the Anſwer to the Letter his EleQors 
had ſent him on the Subject of Exciſes, might 
be the more particular and more ſatisfactory; 
and fays, he was ſurpriz'd that, ſince what 
he told them in the Receſs of Parliament, and 
which it ſeems they, on his Credit barely, 
ſuppoſed was true, and fo thinking, abhorr'd 
the notorious Frauds committed in theſe two 
Branches of the publick Revenue: Yet that 
they ſhould now, on hearing the Perſons con- 
cern'd on the other fide of the Queſtion for 
themſelves, be ſtaggered in their Opinion, or 
convinc'd of their _ by him deceiv'd, and 
that the Perſons accuſed, in a general way 
were innocent of the Charge againſt em. 


Pray what cauſe of Wonder is there in 
all this? Is it not rather matter of Surprize, 
that he ſhould expect Gentlemen fo far to de- 
part from common Juſtice, as to determine 
upon hearing only one {ide of the Queſtion ? 
I think it is, and leave that to your Conſide- 
ration; and to the Paragraph now before me 
ſhall only retort his own Concluſion, How lia- 
ble well meaning Perſons are to be artfully 
impos d upon by intereſted and deſigning 
Men, and by bold and falſe Aſſertions. 


HE 2 on and ſays, he was nearly touch'd, 
in conſideration that tho? he had ſerv'd his 
| Electors _- 


Electors many years, they till now, had left 
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him intirely at Liberty and unbyaſs d, to act 
as he ſhould judge in his Conſcience would be 
moſt beneficial to his Country, and them in 


particular; and no doubt every Perſon ho- | 
nourd with ſo high a Truſt, who continues | 


ſo to act, from a Conſcience unſully'd by | 
Penſions, Places or Bribes, hath veſted in him 
a Power, for that good End; and yet in my 
humble Opinion it becomes ſuch an one, ac- 
cording to common Senſe and our Conſtitu- 
tion, to hear and duly to regard the Repre- 
ſentations of his Electors, when they Aud, i 
after having elected him to repreſent them, 
that Attempts are made upon him to ſap the 
Foundation of the People's Liberties, in order 
to overturn them, and deſtroy that abſolutely 
neceſſary Equilibrium, ſo happily ſettled in 
our Conſtitution of Government: And I ap- 
peal to the Practice of former Times, whe- 

ther this is not the People's Right, by putting 
you in mind that it was the Cuſtom here- 
tofore, when any Affair of great moment 
was offer'd in Parliament, for it to be only 
propoſed towards the end of the Seſſions, in 
order that the Members, at their return into 
their ſeveralCounties and Boroughs,might con- 
ſult and adviſe wi h the EleCtors thereon, and 
inconſequence, they came up the next Year | 
the more capable to act therein, agreeable to 

the general Good of the Nation, which I 
readily allow ought always to take place of 
particular Intereſt. And really, Sir, _ Au- 
| thor's 
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thor's Concern at ſuch a righttul Liberty, as 
hath been of late exerted, naturally begets a 
Suſpicion, that it may become the Opinion. it 
not the Judgment of ſome, when once cho- 
ſen, to diſregard their Principals, and con- 
clude that they are at full Liberty to deliver 
up Magna Charta, as well as all the other 
valuable Tenures, by which the Zng/24þ Li- 
berties are held; and when once they get 
this Length, and that they find their own Ac- 
counts in the Sum propoſed or given for ſuch 
a Purchaſe, what may be expected, but Sla- 
very and Chains ? 


Tu Author labours to prove, that the 
eneral, or almoſt univerfal Oppolitton to 
the Exciſe Laws, or the Extenſion thereof, 
comes all from the ſame few Ferfons, who 
are of the Committee that drew up the Ad- 
vertiſement in London; but how does he do 
it? Why ir ſeems the Words People have 
choſen to ſignify their diflihe to them vary fo 
little from that, that it's like a Copy; and 
all he brings as a Proof is, that the Traders 
in London have an Influence on their Cor- 
reſpondents in tlie Country, by having ob- 
tain'd almoſt a Monopoly of thoſe two Bran- 
ches of Trade in Queſtior, and fo territy 
Men into diſmal Apprehenfions withoutFoun- 
dation; but with as much Truth he might 
have faid any thing, Tobacco and Wines be- 
1ng as free from a Monopoly as any two Com- 
modities in the Kingdom; and by the Na- 
B ture 
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ture of the Trade in them, as it now ſtands; 
mult remain fo; for every Port in the King- 
dom hath the ſame Liberty of trading there- 
in as London, and moſt of them do, with 
this particular Advantage as to the Wine 
Trade, that all Wines imported into the Out- 
Ports pay about four Pounds per Fun lets 
than what is brought into London; and fo 
tar as I can find, by the reading of what is 
wrote, as well as by the Converſation I have 
had with thoſe egainſt a General Exciſe, the 


Extenſion of Exciſe Laws, or any Alteration 


in the preſent Method of collecting the Pub- 
lick Revenues, their Meaning is, that no o- 
ther Commodities, the Duties whereof are 
now collected by Cuſtom-houſe Officers, may 


be put under the Commiſſioners of Excite ; 


tor tho the attempting to put Wine and To- 
bacco only under them is now in Queſtion, and 
it is urg d, that this by no means can fairly be 
called aiming at a General Exciſe, which if 
meant with regard to our Produce, is true; 
yet every Addition of that Kind is a Step on- 
wards for an Exciſe on all other imported 
Commodities; and that being once attained, 
may very properly be called a General Ex. 


ciſe, reſpecting Commodities imported, thi? 


not with regard to our own Production; and 
i think it may more plainly be underſtood, 
in the remaining Part of the Diſpute, to call 
an Exciſe, including all our own 1 requce a5 
well as what we import, an univerſal ge 
ald only that on all foreign Commoditics, 


NG YL | | a Gegner 


C.J) 


General one; and thus I would be underſtood 
in what I ſhall fay further on this Subject. 


Tat Author's next Buſineſs is, to ſuggeſt 
an evil Deſign in the Framers of the Adver- 
tiſement, purpoſely to ſtrike a Terror into 
the People's Minds of imaginary Dangers; 
which I can by no means allow; nor that 
they had only their own private Intereſt in 
view; for the Behaviour of Exciſe Officers 
hath been the Occaſion of ſuch Complaints; 
and they can't, even whilſt this Affair is on 
the Carpet, refrain ſhewing what they would 
be at, (ide the Rent ſh Letter in the Daily 
Journal of the 12th of Jau.) and I have 
other Inſtances ready to produce of the fame 
Nature; nor is this to be wonder'd at, for 
tis too obvious, that Officers when veſted 
with a Power over the Perſons, or Properties 
of other Men, from natural Ill- Nature or 
the Love of Domination, are very apt to op- 
prels them, eſpecially it they pleaſe, or gra- 
tity their Superiours, from whom, by ſo do- 
ing, they are to expect Preferment: And 1 
will lay it down here as a Certainty, that 
the fewer we have of them the better, and 
the more likely to preſerve the Liberties our 
Anceſtors have, at fo much Coſt and Pains, 
handed down to us; but it ſeems, by this 
Writer, that the preſent Oppoſition is dif- 
turbing to the Peace and Quiet we are enjoy- 
ng, as the Effect of late Negotiations, by 
Which our Commerce is extended, Sc. This 
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I confels ſet me a thinking, and I would fain 
have found it true, that our Commerce is ex- 
tended ; but tho you know, Sir, my Situation 
gives me an Opportunity of knowing the Cer- 
tainty hereof, I aſſure you my Experience 
forces me to think tliat it is of late very 
much decay'd, and that it is daily growing 


worſe. 


In the next place, this Author plays upon 


tlie Words General Exciſe, as it the Oppoſers 


meant an Univerſal one; but that being agreed 
by him not practicable, I need ſay no more 
about it, only that tho* a Cry in Queen Anne's 
Days, of the Danger of the Church, might 
be a contriv'd thing, without a reaſonable 
Foundation, for certaia Ends and Purpoſes, 
yet, when J conſider the Attempts that were 
made by the Spaniards on Uihraitar, as 
well by Force as by formal Demands at our 
Court, under Pretence of a Royal Promiſe | 
for its Reſtitution, and the Endeavours of 
{oine Perſons then in Power, for the load- 
ing Trade with the Expences of a Civil Go- 
vertiment, which they then pretended to be 
about eftabliſhing there, in expectation that 
the Merchants ſhould come into the parting 
with it as a Place of no great Benefit, I 
can't but allow this to have been a juſt Cauſe 
for crying out, that this invaluable Fortreſs 
to the Trade of the Mediterranean was in 
Danger, and do verily believe the Cry ſav'd 
11. t . ! | <4 
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Ix the next Paragraph, he confeſſes that 
the giving additional and exorbitant Powers 
to the Perſons intruſted with the Collection 
and Management of the ſeveral Duties rais'd 
by way of Exciſe, or the laying additional 


Impoſitions on the ſeveral Commodities al- _ 


ready charged with any Duty, payable ei- 
ther by way of Exciſe or Cuſtom, have ne- 
ver been thought of f; nor can I find, by any 
of the Pamphlets publiſh'd on the Opponents 
Side of the Queſtion, that they ſo much as 
ſuggeſt it. | 


Bur the Oppoſition, I own, is, as he at laſt 
concludes, againſt the Alteration of any pre- 
ſent Laws, from the Cuſiom-houſe to the Ex- 
ciſe; and if he had been content to have let 
the Argument ſtood fo, I am well aſſured, 
tho? he is pleaſed to fay, that if it ſtood by 
it ſelf it would be univerſally exploded, that 
he'd have found it an inſupportable Task 
to have overturn'd it; and therefore, conſci- 
ous thereof, he arttully varies the Terms 
thus, To oppoſe any Alteration in the pre- 
ſent Method of collecting the Publick Re- 
venues ; and though no one, that I know of, 
is for ſuch an Oppoſition, yet having made 
a Man of Straw, he fays, this alone is the 


thing that lays him under any Difficulty in 


This ſhews the Author, if he is not the Schemiſt, is 
of his Counlel ; for he pretends to know his Thoughts. 
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614) 
his. Conduct, and requires 2 more partieu- 
lar Conſideration. e ee 


Ix the Pages rr, 1, comes a whole Chain 
of Ifs, which prove nothing; and as he hath 
fet me an Example, give me Leave to pre- 
fent ſome in my turn. If the ſuppoſed E- 
vils of Smuggling Tobacco and Wines can 
be cured by a due Execution of the preſent 
Laws, under the Management of the Com- 
miſſioners of the Cuſtoms, without any Ad- 
dition of Officers at all, and without depri- 
ving the Subject of his Liberty of Tryal 
per Peres: if there ſhall appear to be no 
Occaſion of Officers entring and ranfacking 
our Houſes, nor of their being made privy 
to our Dealings in the lawſul Way ot our 
Callings, and the Revenue as well ſecured, 
as if theſe Shackles were put upon us, Which 
is the Method to be taken? And that this 
End, the curing of Frauds, may be attained 
without any Infringement of our Liberties, 
Jam very well aſſured; and in the next 
place Pl] readily allow, that it becomes the 
indiſpenſible Duty of the Legiſlators, and 
every fair Merchant or Trader, to endea- 
vour to detect and to prevent them; but 
firſt let's examine how he proves that Frauds 
are committed? Why thus; he ſays, it zs ne- 
ceſſary in the firſt Place, to lay it down as 
2 Truth. Great and monſtrous Frauds are 
committed in the Importation and Exporta- 
tion of theſe two Commodities ; and that if 


he 


6150 

he ſhould ſay that no Doty is paid for one 
half, or perhaps two thirds of them, conſu - 
med at Home, he is fully perſuaded it is 
{hort of the Truth: Nay, he believes tis ſo 
notorious a Fact, that the moſt zealous Ad- 
vocates againſt the propoled Alterations, as 
they have not yet, ſo they will not deny it. 
What his Grounds are for ſuch a Charge he 
beſt knows; but till the Proof comes, I beg 
Leave to obſerve, that by this Rule, he may 
aſſert any thing he ſhall judge neceſſary; for 
certain Ends and Purpoſes, whether true or 
falſe, and I call upon him to retract or prove 
this Aſſertion publickly : And tho? he ſays, 
"Tis zunneceſſar/ to enter minutely into the 
Methods of ſuch Frauds, yet I think, ſince 
his % dix it is not ſufficient to beget a Be- 
lief of the Truth of the Aſſertion, it had been 

the firſt Work he ſhould have gone upon, to 
ſhew how the Evil (if any there be) hath 
happened; and that tis an odd Method, and 


Quackiſh, e a Remedy before the 
particular Di 


eaſe is known, His next Work, 
in order to amuſe Gentlemen, not converſant 
in Buſineſs, is, to ſuppoſe a Cafe: quite im- 
practicable in tlie Nature of Things; that 
Goods can be landed (where. a regular Re- 
port of the Ship's Loading is made, for if hg 
don't mean fo, he is uniatclugible) without 
the Inſpection of an Officer. For you know 
that two Land-waiters are appointed, and 
the Surveyor's Buſineſs is to ſee that they at- 


tend whenever a Ship delivers any Part of 
| 5 OC. "os 


e 
her Cargo aſhore; and they muſt both take 
the Weights at the Scale, which is alſo de- 
clard aloud by the Weigher. Oh! but theſe 
Land-waiters may be, and have been bribed to 
put down leſs Weights than are call'd to 'em, 
and that then the Merchant hath them faſt, and 
may make them his Slaves for ever ; this a- 

ain ſuppoſes an Impracticability: For the 
ö hath it not in his Power to chuſe 
the Land-waiters he would in ſuch Caſes 
have, to deliver his Goods; they being daily 
appointed by one of the Commiſſioners, who 
take it by Rotation, without the Merchant's 
Privity, and by the Recommendation of the 
Surveyors, who inform the Commſſioners 
which Land-waiters are moft at leiſure from 
other Ships Work; ſo that if the Importer 
ſtrove to act fraudulently, he would have 
freſh Men to bribe on every new Occaſion. 
Thus, as well as -many other Ways, are the 
Revenues ſecured, and if more Checks are 
neceſſary, tis eaſy to fix them; ſo as I ap- 
prehend it would be morally impoſſible to 
commit Frauds; and I know that this may 
be done without the Intervention of arbitra- 
ry Exciſe Laws; under which it ſeems, (vide 
p. 33.) an additional Number of Officers will 
be wanted; and pray, what Security will the 
Crown have from their being call'd F xc:/e- 
men, more than if they were under the 
Commiſhoners of the Cuſtoms? For ſurely 
no one will fay, the altering the Direction 
can or will transfer Honeſtyſto the Officers; 
no 
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(17) 
no one will fay, the altering the Direction, 
can or will transfer Honeſty to the Officers 
who muſt be employ'd in the executive 
part of the Buſineſs. The Author before 
me ſays, a double Fraud is committed; 
firſt, by ſmall Weights at Importation; 
and next, by large on Hxportation; and 
in Page 28, that the Tobacco Merchants 
have a Myſtery, by preſſing it cloſe to 
make it dry and light on Importation, 
which if true, is a Noſtrum indeed. But 
thoſe Aſſertions are abſurd, and ſhew he's 
writing about he knows not what ; then as 
to Exportation, Page 28, he hath diſcover'd 
another unknown piece of Cunning, that 
they wet the Tobacco to make it heavy ; 
which is ſuch a wild Thought, as one 
would think no Man could poſſibly enter- 
tain, for it would ſpoil the Commodity; 
and I deſire him to prove any ſuch Prac- 
tice, - 103 


In this Page he proceeding upon his 
falſe Aſſertion in Page 12. tis i cau- 
tiouſly into a Suppoſition, that a Factor 
imports a Ship Load of Tobacco, which 
weighs bona. fide 700 to 800 th per Hhd. 
and that they may by Connivance of the 
Officer at the Scale be charged only as 
weighing 520 to 600 th per Hhd. Now tho 
this is ſuggeſted in a general way upon all 
the Traders, as you'l obſerve his Method 


is thro? the a 


(13) 
true upon any one of em; and do call on him 
thus publickly to attempt the Proof ont; 
but for once let's admit what he fug- 
ſts, and fee how that will make out what 
hath aſſerted before, and what now fol- 
lows, that one half, or two thirds of the 
Tobacco uſed for Home Conſumption is run, 
and that the Importer's Profit is immenſe. 
And to judge of that truly, be pleas'd to 
obferve that the medium Weight of a Hhd. 
of Tobacco, is near 700 f. So that if 200 tb 
were actually ſecreted, and not paid Duty 
for, the Importer, could he do it by himſelt, 
would not gain above 28 per Cent. which 
from two thirds, or one half, differs vaſtly: 
Thus wild is this Man in his Calculation. 
In the next Page he blunders again, a- 
bout the Tobacco being weigh'd at the 
Key when intended for Exportation, and 
ſays, that there's no Occaſion to ſpeak with | 
the Officer, but he is left to do his Duty, 
and he does it; and then with a Here again 
he ſays, the Factor cheats the Crown of 200 : 
b per Hhd. more; but, as I have enquir d 
fully into the nature of this part of the 
Buſineſ, I ſhall ſtate the Facts exactly as 
they are, and leave you to judge how tru- 
ly he hath repreſented them. Fr Merchant, 
or Factor, * to export any quantity | 
of Tobacco he had imported, either for 
his on or a Buyer's Account, cauſeth his 
Tobacco to be weight'd at the Door of the | 
Warchouſe where it lay, whether on the 
99 — | Key, 
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and the- honeſt 


Key, or up in the City; and is oblig'd &er: 
he can be ſuffer'd to put it from off the Key. 
(whither it muſt be brought to be ſhip'd) 
to give one of the Searchers his Cocltet, 
and one of the Under-ſearchers, a ſhip- 

ing Bill, and they each contain a particu- 
har Account of the Weights of all the Hhds. 
they would export; theſe Officers. or ei- 
ther of them, may examine every. Hhd. and 
re-weigh them if they pleaſe; and as Lam 
inform'd, fo ſtrict is the Law, that if a 
Fraud is found in one of them, the whole 
Parcel is forfeited. 4/64 worn 


In the next Place he ſuggeſts anotherMe- 
thod of Frauds to be committed by 'To- 
bacco being run in again from Hollaud ar 
elſewhere, which Pm well aſſured he can 
never produce one Inſtance of, ſo ſhall not 
trouble you with any more on that Head, 
only to query of our Author, how much 
cut Tobacco hath been ſeized in all the 
Kingdoms for ſeven Years paſt. | 


Axp now as if he had been very 


certain of his Facts and Aſſertions before, 


and prov'd them all, he ſays, Tis impoſſi- 


ble for him, or a Dealer in theſe Commo- 
dities, to reckon up all the Artifices which 
are known to be made uſe of by unfair 


Traders, to the pro of the Nation, 
erchant in particular 
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thus ſuggeſting there's a Heap more behind 
ſill; but as this can't paſs for any thing 
with honeſt Men, nothing more need be 
faid about it. 


, N ou, Fo, — clear, and 
ear his Charge upon you: Why you tru 
ſell a poiſ — 2 tion of — 
Materials, and this is an undeniable Truth; 
arra dear Shoul, this is a very full Proof, 
that the Author is a Dear Joy, and of no- 
thing more; for if the Compoſition is un- 
known, how comes the Conjurer to find 
out that it is a poiſonous one. 


Bur to be ſerious, and a little more ex- 
2 this Writer's Charge againſt 
e Wine Traders, he has aſſerted, Page 
12, 16, and 20. That monſtrous Frauds 


are committed in the Importation and Ex- 


portation of Wines. That a great deal 
is clandeſtinely run, and far the greateſt 
Part of what is ſold in Publick Houſes, is 
nothing but a poiſonous Compoſition of 
unknown Materials; that by the Knave- 


.ries of Coopers and Vintners in the Wine 
Trade, they ſell ten times the Quantity 
of the Wines they purchaſe from the ho- 


neſt Merchant; by theſe unreaſonable 


| Mixtures of cheap, and perhaps poiſonous, | 


Materials; their ſelling that Stuff for 18 
or 204. a Hogſhead, which if a Cooper 
d 5 or 
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or Vintner happens to die, is never ap- 
prais'd, for the Payment of his Debts, 
at more than 5 or 61. a Hogſhead, by 
choſe skill'd in the Trade, and acquainted 
with the Value of the Materials ot which 
the adulterous Compoſitions are made. This 
is the Subſtance of the Author's Charge 
againſt the Wine Traders, to which Lanſwer 
1. As to great Frauds being commit- 
ted in the Importation, it is very improba- 
ble; ſince all the Wines ſeized and con- 
demned for ſeven Years, to Chriſtmas 
1731. as Iam credibly inform'd, do not 
amount to 7200 /. and for the laſt of thoſe 
Years, to but 280 J. odd Money, and few 
or none of them are run at the Port of 
London. v. As to Frauds in the Expor- 
tation of Wines, I never heard of any be- 
fore; and know not what this Author 
means by them. For an Anſwer to the 
latter Part of his Charge, that far the 
greateſt part of what is fold in Publick 
Houſes is nothing but a poiſonous Com 

tion, Gc. I refer you, Sir, and the Publick, 
to the Daily Journal of Feb. 9. where that 
is politively denied by Authority from the 
moſt eminent Wine Traders in London. But 
as J have in ſeveral Co ies met with 
Reports agreeable to what this Author 


aſſerts; that when a Cooper or Vintner 
happens to die, their 8 of Wine are 


never appraiſed at more than 53 or 6 4. 
per Hogſhead, I have taken ſome Pains 
| | to 
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to be informed of the Truth : For if their 
Wines were never appraiſed by thoſe 
who underſtood their Value at more than 
5 or 61. a Hogſhead, it would, I confeſs, 
amount to a Preſumption, if not a Proof, 
— ewes eckYy for 
nagement; butit ily for 
the Author, and his Fellow - — 
in the Support of the fame hope ful Scheme, 
that this is notoriouſly falſe, | 


IHA VR now before me, the Inventories 
and Appraifements of the Stocks of Wine, 
of ſeveral Coopers and Vintners deceas'd, 
appraiſed and flaned by thoſe thoroughly 
Skilled in the Trade, and find Spaniſh and 
Portugal Wines valued at-12 -and 14 

Pounds a Hogſhead. I have alſo now be- 
tore me Accounts of the Sales of ſeveral 
Coopers and Vintners Stocks by publick 
Auction, or, as they call it, by the Candle, 
and find Spaniſh and Portagal Wines fre- 
quently ſold at 15 and 16 Pounds a Hogl- 
head; and laſt Week there were Port 
Wines, which belonged to a Cooper lately 
deceaſed, fold at Zoyd*s Co oufe in 
* Lombard-ftreet, for 33 Pounds 10 Shil- 

— per Pipe to Coopers. Theſe are 
Fatts, the truth of which may eaſily be 
known to any Enquirer. How then could 
this Writer aſſert ſuch a flagrant Falſ- 
hood? and how can he expect any _—_ 
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with his Readers, after being thus fully 
detected? The firſt Part of his Charge 
relating to Frauds in the Importation and 
Exportation of Wines, is {hewn to be 
hiphly improbable, which is as much as 
the nature of the thing will admit ; and 
his Aſſertion relating to the Value of 
Coopers or Vintners Stocks, if they hap- 
pen to die, is 2 notoriouſſy fal 
What a ſad Cauſe muſt this be, which re- 

uires ſo much Sophiſtry, and fo many 
Falſhoods as this Author has made uſe of 
to ſupport it ? | 5 


In Page 18, he lily calls 9 in 10 of the 
good People of Great Britain 8 
and Republicans, in ſaying none but ſuch 
are in the univerſal Cry againſt Exciſe 
Laws: Now, pray Sir, around you, 
and uſe your own Underſtanding in this 
Caſe, and T'll appeal to it, for the Untruth 
of this Aſſertion, and do tell the Author, 
'tis mean and baſe, in ſuch a manner to 
put a Bear's Skin on his Majeſty's belt 
Friends, in order to cry Holloo. 


I the next Page 19, he would impute 
the Encreaſe of the Revenue on Tea, Cot- 


fee and Chocolate, to ariſe ſolely from the 
Method of collecting it; but don't he know 
better, that it is from the univerſal De- 
baucheries the People, even of the * 

ba Ort, 
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fort, are lately come into by a general uſe. 


of it; and that very great Quantities are 
run ſtill, notwithſtanding the Exciſe Offi- 
cers all over the Kingdom; and let me 

uery of our worthy Author, whether he 
doch not know, or hath heard Permits for 
theſe Articles may be had, by paying the 
Sellers 1 5. 6 d. per t more for Tea, than 
they offer the ſmuggled Tea at: Pm well 
aſſured this is Fact, and it ſnews, that Ex- 
ciſe Officers are liable to Corruption, and 
of no greater Security than thoſe of tlie 
Cuſiom-houſe. © | 01 


In the next Place he ſays, the Method 
intended to be propoſed will remedy all 
the Evils complain'd of, and is for enqui- 
ring whether the Remedy will be worſe 
than the Diſeaſe: Now, had he been ſo 

free, if he is in the Secret, as to have told us 
the Scheme, one's Thoughts might have 
been turn'd upon it, and its Fitneſs exami- 
ned; but leaving us ſtill in the dark as to 
that, I can only ſay, better will it be to have 
the ſuggeſted Evils or Frauds continued,than 
that by the Cure, Magna Charta, and all 
our other valuable Laws,ſhould be impair'd; 
but after all this long Story, (which I could 
not well omit taking thus much Notice of) 
he ranges the Odier 
poſed Aſſert ion under three Heads; vi. 

That it will be prejudicial to Trade, and 
Þ oe burthenſome 


ions againſt the pro- 
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burthenſome to the Merchants; that it is 
injurious to Englzſh Liberty, and will great- 
ly increaſe the Number ot Officers, and 
lays, he ſhall briefly conſider it, and fo 
conclude. His next Paragraph (p. 21.) I 
agree to, tho” it is not in my Opinion much 
to the Purpoſe; and now he comes boldly 
to aſſert, what he ſhould have proved, and 
7 indeed is the grand thing in queſtion, That 
the Alteration of theſe Duties from Cuſ- 
2 toms to Exciſe, are at one View demon- 
ſtratively highly advantageous. | 


3 In Page 24 and 5, he tells you, as the 
Law now ſtands, a fraudulent Merchant 
j may, by giving Bond for the bondable Du- 
ties on Tobacco, get five times the Value 
or firſt Coſt of the Tobacco into his 
Hands, and is not accountable for it, till 
after three Years are expired; but I am 
N — ſure, this is altogether a Falthood, 
well knowing that the Time given in the 
Bond is but 12 Months from the Date of 
the Entry, or 20 Days from the Report 
of the Ship, which ſhall firſt happen; and, 
tis Negligence in the Officers who have 
the keeping theſe Bonds, or their Superiors, 
if by, are unpaid, and not put in Suit at 
the Expiration of the 18 Months. He 

ſays alſo, that 10 per Cent. is allowed the 
Importer for prompt Payment, if he pays 

all the Duties down ; by which an, unwary 
D ot 
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or unknowing Reader may be miſled, and I | 
doubt he defign'd to deceive ſuch ; for he 
thould elſe have ſaid, that the Diſcount | 


was 10 per Cent. for 18 Months, which is 
but 6 per Cent. per Annam. ; 


pad 24, he appeals to the Experience 
and Obſervation of all Mankind, whether 
this Indulgence of bonding Tobacco's hat 
not been moſt fatal to the Publick, to the 
unhappy Merchants themſelves, and to 
their unfortunate Friends, who became their 
Sureties; and I allow in ſome Caſes it hath ' 
been ſo. | | 


PAGE 25, his next Paragraph, foretells 
a happy State that the Trade of Great 
Britain will be in, if this new Scheme 
takes place; but I can't oblige him ſo far 
as to grant, the Alteration is neceſſary for 
this great and good End; and here lies all 
the Diſpute, for I inſiſt upon it, and in a a 
proper Time hope to prove, that the ſame 
Things may be effected, under the Direc- 
tion of the Cuſtoms, without any Infringe- 
ment of our Liberties, as can poſſibly be ! 
obtained by a Change of the Direction into 
the Exciſe, and under thoſe Laws, ſo incon- | 
ſiſtent with £ng1:;/þ Liberty, which Laws | 
I heartily wiſh. may never be extended but 
repealed; and altho? the Author endea: | 
vours to prove a Parallel between the Pow- | 
An 7 C 
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er of the Cuflom-honſe and Exciſe Officers 


as the Laws now ſtand (and ] wiſh there 
were no room to complain of the Inſolence 


and Illegality of the Actions of thoſe who 


are intruſted with the executive Part of the 


former) yet they are by no means alike grie- 
vous, nor will the fame Reaſon operate for 


ſearching of Houſes and inſpecting Books 


of Accounts, as is given for rumaging Ships, 
becauſeno Goods ought to go out of a Ship, 
until a proper Entry is made; but, when 
once the Cuſtoms are paid, and the Goods 
on landing are found agreeable to the En- 
try, every Merchant is intitled to what he 
hath paid for; and there are many honeſt 
and neceſſary Secrets in Trades, ſuch as 
who I buy my Goods of, who I {ell to, 


what Value I deal for per Aunum, and 


theſe, with many more of the like Nature, 
ought not to be laid open to any Crown Of- 
ficers whatſoever (for they are commonly 
mercenary, and for Rewards will diſcloſe 
what they know ;) and then as to ſearching 
our Houſes, the Author would perſuade 
you to believe, that the Exciſeman {hall 
only enter into the Warehouſe, Cellar and 
Shop, ſet apart for the Commodities he 
hath Cognizance of; but pray don't be de- 


ceived with this Fallacy; will ſuch. a Li- 


mitation prevent Frauds ? No certainly; for 
it the Trader ſhall be obliged to enter one 
or more places in his Houle for the keep- 

N D 2 1 


( 28 ) 


ing Goods in, and the Officer can only in- 
ſpect them, the reſt of his Houſe would 
be an Aſylum for Run Goods; theretore 
his Scheme, if that's a Part on't, will be 
ineffectual, and fo will all be that increaſe | 
er 7931 


IN Page 22 he fays, he flatters himſelf | 
there are many honeſt Traders in Wine 
and Tobacco, but does he really think 
ſo, or is this a Snear? I fear the latter; 
becauſe all through his Book he charges 
them in groſs as a Pack of Villains and 
Cheats, tho he hath prov'd nothing againſt 
any one of em. He then queries whether 
the Malſters, Brewers or Diſtillers are an 
undone diſtreſſed Set of People, becauſe 
under the Exciſe Laws; and with him, I 
readily ſay No, and allow they are profita- 
table Trades : But here again 1s a Fallacy, 
for no Parallel will lie, from a Buſineſs 
which is a Manufacture, and ſubject to the 
Inſpection of Officers, whilſt manufactu- 
ring, without any Extra-Trouble to the 
Owners; and the Neceſſity of keeping an 
Account, which he muſt produce to the 
Officer, and a Buſineſs in which the Goods 
are manufactured, and ready for Cuſto- 
mers, and of which he muſt not only ren- | 
der an Account, who they are bought of, 
and who told to, and alſo check that Ac- 
count by his Stock in Hand; but alſo do it 
* * in SEE > Ge 7 4 when 
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call for it, tho? it may happen, when the 


1 Us. ome * 
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when the Humour of the Offieer ſhall 


_— and = Drang 1 and 
ily emplo 'd about his honeſt —— 


Ix this Page (30) and the 1 

he inſtances ſome Caſes, wherein Trials 
in a ſummary Way have been thought rea- 
ſonable, and therefore enacted; and I agree 
they are of good Service, and that if a 
Cour:-Merchant was eretted, a very great 
Benefit to Trade would ariſe from it: But 


what is this to the Caſe before us? Why 


nothing at all ; the Diſpute being, Whether. 
it ſhall be enacted, that Officers, unmediate- 
iy dependant on the Will of the Prince, 
thall be theſole Judges of the People's Pro- 
perties, when . Conteſts happen with the 
Crown, through falſe Accuſations of other 
Officers, who are to reap a Benefit from 
the Conviction; or the ancient Laws of the 
Land, which enjoin Trials by Juries, are 
to be held inviolable. | 


I long, Sir, to draw to a Concluſion, and 
on what the Author of the Letter farther 
ſays in his five laſt Pages, ſhall only ob- 
ſerve, that it Tobacco and Wines are to 
be excifed, and the ordinary Method of 


in 
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be exceedingly hindred thereby, and the 
Dealers therein muſt greatly encreaſe their 
Number of Servants; and it will require 

more than ten, nay, probably twenty times 

the Number of Officers, to diſpatch Buſi- 

neſs, as our Author ſays need be added 

to thoſe now employ*d; for the Merchants, 

who have large Warehouſes of their own 

for Tobacco; and Vaults for Wine, muſt 

uſe them, and they are ſpread over many 
Parts of the Town, and theſe are both bulky 
Commodities; and tha? Gentlemen, who are 
unaequainted with Trade, may think Mer- 
chants and Traders may forecait and have 
time to appoint Officers before-hand, it is 
moſt certain, they have it not in their 
Power ; and that the Arrival of a Poſt, or 
a Ship, often occafions a ſpeedy and pri- 
vate Execution of a Deſign, which, if but 
poſtponed a Day, is loſt for ever; and to 
the Vivacity and Diſpatch of the Engliſh 
Merchant and Sailors hath been partly 
owing the great Advantages in Trade 
which they have over other Nations, and 
the Increate of Navigation. His ludicrous 
Objection (in p. 33.) I take to be one of 
his own making; but it puts me upon offer- 
ring this Caution, that Supplies may not 
be fo eaſy to come by, in fixing any Taxes 
for a length of Time; ſo as of courſe, they 
flow into the Exchequer ; that the calling 
of frequent Parliaments may thereby * 

| re 
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dred unneceſſary; for this once being dong, 
if for our Sins it ſhould pleaſe God to ſuf- 
fer a bad Prince hereafter to fit on the 
Throne, what will be wanting that hell 
not have in his Power to compleat our 
Ruin? And therefore, I conceive, Annual 
Supplies are moſt fitting to our excellem 
Conſtitution: 


. Tzxis Author ſays, that Liberty is the 
Diana of the Engliſh Nation, and is with 
great Reaſon idoliz d: But what Value he 
really has for Liberty, is too plain, by his 
comparing it to a falſe Deity, and ſaying 
it is idolized. Can that which is ſo ſub- 
ſtantial a Good, and the greateſt Publick 
Bleſſing, be idoliz'd? No ſurely ; it may, 
and ought to be eſteemed and reve- 
renced ; but probably this Author thought 
he had been writing of Places, Penſions; 
or Power. Theſe indeed are the Diana 
of too many $:/ver- Smiths, and may pro- 
perly be idolized; but I am utterly a- 
ainſt making the Pretence of Liberty a 
loak for Licentiouſneſs or Frauds ; and if 
Gentlemen, worthily advanc'd into high 
Stations, would only have in view the ge- 
neral Good, and look upon themſelves as 
the Conſervators of the People's Liberties, 
as certainly they ought to be, without 
an unreaſonable Graſping after an exor- 
bitant Power for their Prince or them- 
ſelves, 


FSS 
ſelves, how happy woüld this Nation be! 
one might then expect Halcyon Days, and 
defy the Efforts of all our Enemies; the 
Prince would reign in the Hearts of all 
his Subjects; the People would be repre- 
ſented by Gentlemen, who would ſcorn 
Bribes, and openly deteſt thoſe who durſt 
attempt to purchaſe their Honour or Ho- 
neſty ; and would know low to diſtinguiſh 
between artful, tho? ſpecious, Attempts of 
curins Frauds, by greater Evils, and to 
come into Meaſures effectual for the gene- 
ral Good, and at the ſame Time preſerve 
the Liberty of the Nation, and keep the 
Balance of Power in a happy Eęuilibri. 
um. . 


Great is the Truth, and it ſhall prevail. 
lam, SIR, 
Your Moſt Humble Servant, 


Neither a Jacobite, nor Republicatti 


